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CHAPTER 1

Vocabulary Bank
Word Definition Synonyms
Stamina The ability to sustain prolonged physical or mental effort.

Commemorate | To honour the memory of a person or event.

Melancholy | A feeling of deep sadness or sorrow.

Nationalist A person who strongly identifies with their nation and
supports its interests.

Intimidation | The act of frightening or threatening someone.

Ethnic Relating to a population subgroup with a common national
or cultural tradition.

Secluded Sheltered and private; away from the public eye.

Persevere To continue in a course of action despite difficulty or lack
of success.

Propaganda |Information, especially biased or misleading, used to
promote a cause.
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Comprehension Questions

Who is the main character of the story?

Where does the story take place?

What time of year is it at the beginning of the chapter?

Who are the main people in Seka’s family?

What do we learn about Seka’s daily life?

What is the relationship between Seka and Zora?

What major event or conflict is introduced in this chapter?

How does Seka feel about their home?

What is the mood or atmosphere in the town at the start of the story?
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Inferential Questions

1. Why does Seka describe her friendship with Zora as special?

2. What clues suggest that trouble is approaching for the town?

3. How does Seka’s mother react to stress, and what does this tell us about her
character?

4. Why do the adults seem tense or worried in this chapter?

How does the setting (the town, the school, the home) help establish the tone of the

story?

Why does Seka’s father talk about politics or war with the neighbours?

7. How do the small daily routines (like school and playing) contrast with the growing
tension in the town?

8. What does Seka’s relationship with Emir tell us about sibling bonds in difficult times?
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Critical Thinking and Connection Questions

1. If you were in Seka’s situation, how would you feel about the changes happening in
the town?

2. Seka and Zora are from different ethnic backgrounds but remain close friends. What
does this tell us about friendship during times of conflict?

3. Do you think Seka’s family should have left their town earlier? Why or why not?
4. Why is it important to tell stories about historical events like this?
5. How does the first chapter make you feel? What emotions does the author create

through the setting and character interactions?

6. Based on what you’ve read, what predictions can you make about what will happen
next?

7. If you could ask Seka one question about her experiences, what would it be and why?
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Cloze Activity:
Word Bank: abutted, chatter, corridors, unruly.
Instructions: Write the correct word in the blanks. Use the Word Bank for reference.

We walked the steep, curving road toward the centre of town and our high school. We were
on afternoon shift, which began at one p.m. and finished at six p.m. The schoolhouse was a
three-storey square white building that a hill with the forest framing it
from behind. The conifer trees were spiky and as they covered the hill. I
walked beside Zora onto the basketball court in front of the school, through the carpark,
entering the front doorway. I climbed up the stairs to the third storey while students streamed
ahead of us. The echoed with the , and the
squeaky shoes on linoleum filled the air.

Sentence Structure Activity — Identify the subject, verb, and object.
Zora and I ran up the hill behind our houses.

She handed me the white flower.

My father attempted to talk me into going to the mechanical high school.
Seka read from the romance novel.

Boris visited Seka’s family late at night.

Parts of Speech Identification — Find nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in sentences.
The lush green trees covered the steep hill.

She quickly tucked the necklace under her shirt.

The dusty classroom smelled of old chalk.

He walked cautiously through the dark hallway.

They whispered nervously about the missing students.
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Punctuation and Capitalisation Activity — Correct errors in given sentences.

zora and i ran up the hill behind our houses

he asked do you think we will find a love like that

mrs tanovic was already at her desk in the corner near the chalkboard

seka found a note that read why is everyone leaving

she whispered 1 dont want to leave

Verb Tense Practice — Fill in the missing word to convert sentences into past, present, and

future tenses.

Original Past Future

She reads the book in the She the book in the trees. | She will read the book in the
trees. trees.

The students leave the The students left the The students the
classroom. classroom. classroom.

Emir fights back against Emir back against the |Emir will fight back against
the bullies. bullies. the bullies.

They sit together under the
tree.

They sat together under the
tree.

They together
under the tree.

She whispers a secret to her
friend.

She
her friend.

a secret to

She will whisper a secret to
her friend.
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CHAPTER 2

Vocabulary Bank

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the word bank below.
Word Bank:

Ultimatum — A final demand or statement of terms.

Camouflage — A pattern or colour that helps something blend into its surroundings.
Artillery — Large military guns used in warfare.

Encampment — A temporary settlement of people, especially soldiers or refugees.
Invasion — An attack by an army into another country or region.

Huddled — Crowded together in fear or cold.

Sinister — Giving the impression of something evil or dangerous.

Rummaged — Searched through something in a hurried way.

Foraged — Searched for food or supplies in the wild.

Looted — Stolen or taken by force.

Sentences:

The soldiers received an to surrender or face the full force of the enemy army.

The military vehicle was covered in green and brown patterns to help it blend into the forest,
providing effective

The enemy forces were equipped with heavy , capable of causing massive damage
from a long distance.

After a long march, the soldiers set up an by the river, where they could rest and
regroup.

The enemy’s sudden left the country’s defences in chaos, and the citizens fled to
safety.

The refugees together for warmth as the cold wind howled through the camp.
There was something about the abandoned mansion, like it held a dark secret.
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The children through the old attic, looking for forgotten treasures.
In the wilderness, the survivors for berries and plants to sustain themselves.
After the town was attacked, the invaders the homes, taking whatever they could

find of value.

Comprehension Questions

1. What were Emir and Seka doing when their father came home?

2. What news did Babo bring home?

3. Why did Mama panic when she tried to call her parents?

4. What signal did Seka use to communicate with Zora?

5. Where did the family take shelter when the Serbs started shelling?
6. What did Babo go upstairs to retrieve during the shelling?

7. How did Slobodan help the family?

8. Why did Seka’s family have to hide in the woods?

9. What instructions did the family follow while escaping to the hill?
10. What made the camp in the woods difficult to live in?

Inferential Questions

How do we know that Babo was scared when he came home?

What does the basement symbolise for the family during the attack?

Why did Mama and Babo hesitate before deciding to hide in Slobodan’s house?
What can you infer about Zora and Seka’s friendship based on their goodbye?
How does Emir show that he is trying to take on more responsibility?

Why did people continue staying in their homes despite the danger?

What does the moment when Babo and Slobodan say goodbye reveal about their
relationship?

8. How do we know that Slobodan’s family truly cared for Seka’s family?
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Critical Thinking and Connection Questions

If you were in Seka’s position, how would you have felt about trusting Slobodan’s family?
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Parts of Speech Sort

Instructions: Label the following words from the chapter into the correct category: noun,
verb, adjective, or adverb.

Word [Category
Cradle \
Shouted
Despair
Quickly
Encampment
Tremble
Camouflage
Huddled
Sinister

Barefoot

Past Tense Transformation
Instructions: Rewrite the following present-tense sentences in the past tense.

The Serbs surround the bus.

Mama paces around the house, looking worried.
Zora takes my hand in hers.

My father lights a cigarette and inhales deeply.
We run into the basement as the shells fall.

M

Conjunctions Challenge

Instructions: Fill in the blanks using and, but, or, because, so.

1. The family hid in the basement, they were afraid of the shelling.

2. Mama wanted to call her parents, the phone line was dead.

3. Emir was already taller than Babo, his coat only reached his knees.
4. The shelling stopped, the family still had to stay in hiding.

5. Seka felt exhausted, she still couldn’t sleep properly.
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Adjective Hunt

Instructions: Find five adjectives in the following paragraph and underline them. Then,
circle the noun each adjective describes.

Paragraph: The cold basement was dark and sinister, with shelves full of old blankets and
dusty boxes. The weak light flickered, casting long shadows.

Direct Speech Punctuation
Instructions: Add correct punctuation to these direct speech sentences from the chapter.

what’s happening I screamed as another explosion hit the house
come with me slobodan said

1’1l never forget you I whispered to zora

let’s go babo said We’re going to be walking most of the night
salam aleikum my mother said

M

Prepositions of Place

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition: under, in, on, beside, behind,
between.

The family hid the basement during the attack.

Emir placed the wooden stove the tree for protection.

Seka sat Zora, holding her hand.

The gunfire came from the hills the valley.

Slobodan’s house was theirs, making it easy to sneak over.

M

CHAPTER 3

Vocabulary Bank

Word Definition Antonyms

Pariah Someone who is rejected by society.

Defector Someone who leaves their country or group to join another.

Despair A deep feeling of hopelessness.

Stoic Remaining calm and strong in difficult times.

Betrayal A disloyal or harmful act against someone who trusts you.

Grief Deep sadness, especially after losing someone.

Decimated Destroyed or severely damaged.

Traitor Someone who betrays their country, friends, or group.
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Comprehension Questions

MRS

SweNe

Why could Seka and Zora only read during the daytime?

What did Babo do when the electricity was cut oft?

What happened to Zora’s house during the shelling?

How did Slobodan get injured?

Why did Slobodan and Petra move in to Boris' house instead of staying with the
Seka’s family?

What work was Babo drafted to do for the brigade?

Why isn’t Slobodan allowed to volunteer for the brigade?

What did Seka and Emir see from Kalina Hill?

How did the refugees behave toward Zora’s family?

0 Why did Zora’s family decide to leave Srebrenica?

Inferential Questions

1.

Nk
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What does the way Zora reacts to her house being bombed tell us about her emotional
state?

How do Slobodan’s actions show his loyalty to Srebrenica despite being Serb?

Why do you think the soldiers used a megaphone to threaten Slobodan?

What do the descriptions of the destruction tell us about the intensity of the war?
How do the reactions of different people toward Zora’s family show the impact of war
on relationships?

Why does Emir choose to volunteer for the army, despite his father’s wishes?

What does the moment when Seka holds her mother as she grieves tell us about their
relationship?

How does the author create a sense of fear and tension in this chapter?

Critical Thinking and Connection Questions

1.

2.

How do you think Zora felt when the refugees accused her family of being the
enemy? How would you feel in her situation?

Do you agree with Slobodan’s decision to stay in Srebrenica despite the danger? Why
or why not?

Why do you think war makes people turn against their neighbours, even if they were
once friends?

What do you think about Emir’s decision to join the army? Would you have done the
same in his place?

If you were Zora, would you want to leave for Australia, or would you try to stay?
Explain your reasoning.

How does this chapter help us understand the way war affects friendships and
families?

What are some ways people could help war refugees today to avoid situations like the
ones described in this chapter?
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Parts of Speech Sort

Instructions: Sort the following words from the chapter into the correct category: noun,
verb, adjective, or adverb.

Word |Category

Explosion

Despair

Trembling
Destroyed
Shattered
Bravely
Refugee
Encircled

Barricade

Helpless

Past Tense Transformation
Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences in the past tense.

The Serbs target Slobodan’s family.

Mama caress the photos of her parents.

The shells destroy Zora’s house.

The refugees loot abandoned houses.

Zora hold my hand tightly as she said goodbye.

M

Conjunctions Challenge

Instructions: Fill in the blanks using and, but, or, because, so.

1. The family stayed in the basement, they were afraid of another attack.
2. Slobodan wanted to fight, the soldiers didn’t trust him.

3. The refugees searched the rubble, they found very little.

4. Mama tried to stay strong, she missed her parents deeply.

5. Zora’s family moved away, it was too dangerous to stay.
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Adjective Hunt

Instructions: Find five adjectives in the following paragraph and underline them. Then,
circle the noun each adjective describes.

Paragraph: The frightened refugees searched through the ruined house, their tired faces
filled with despair. The sharp smell of smoke still lingered in the air. A broken chair lay
among the rubble, a reminder of the destruction.

Direct Speech Punctuation
Instructions: Add the correct punctuation to these direct speech sentences.

We need to go to the basement I said

Slobodan is a traitor the soldiers shouted through the megaphone
Let’s go to your house tomorrow I suggested

I don’t want to see the graveyard of my old life Zora whispered
You must not fall asleep Mama told Slobodan
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Prepositions of Place

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition: under, in, on, beside, behind,
between.

1. The family hid the basement during the attack.

2. Zora’s family placed their belongings the back room.

3. A soldier stood the destroyed house, looking for movement.

4. Slobodan was injured and sat the wall to rest.

5. The refugees walked the abandoned houses, searching for items.

Synonyms and Antonyms

Instructions: Find the synonym and antonym for the words below.

Word |Synonyms|Antonyms
Destroyed
Afraid
Strong
Flee
Silent

11
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CHAPTER 4

Comprehension Questions

1. Where did Seka and Zora go at the beginning of the chapter?

2. What was happening at the department store when they arrived?

3. Why was Zora’s family unable to leave on the convoys?

4. How did Camouflage T-Shirt react when he found out Slobodan was Serb?
5.
6
7
8
9.
1

What distraction allowed Babo and Slobodan to escape from the soldier?

. Who arrived at Seka’s house later that day?
. How did Seka react upon meeting Ramo for the first time?
. Why did Ramo refuse to shake hands with Zora’s family?

What did Zora and Seka decide to do to stay connected after she left?

0. Where was Zora’s family planning to escape to?

Inferential Questions

1.

2.

Why did Petra refuse to leave her older sons behind, even when she had the chance to
escape?

What does the way Camouflage T-Shirt reacted to Slobodan tell us about growing
ethnic divisions?

How does the way Babo handled the confrontation at the convoy show his leadership
and quick thinking?

Why do you think Ramo reacted so negatively to Zora’s family?

What does Seka's grandmother’s appearance and exhaustion suggest about the
journey she had taken?

How does the author use descriptions of food and coffee rituals to show life’s contrast
before and during the war?

How does Seka’s fantasy about reuniting with Zora in Australia contrast with the
reality of war?

Critical Thinking and Connection Questions

1.

2.

What do you think about the way Ramo treated Zora? Should Seka have forgiven
him? Why or why not?

How do you think the war changed people’s relationships with their neighbours? Can
you think of other examples in history where this happened?

Why do you think Seka and Zora created a notebook system to write to each other?
Do you think it was a realistic way to stay connected?

How does the destruction of Seka’s childhood village symbolise the loss of her
innocence?

. What are the dangers of ethnic divisions in communities? How can they be

prevented?
Seka writes to Zora every day, even though she doesn’t know if she will ever see her
again. Why do you think she does this?

12
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Parts of Speech Sort

Instructions: Label the following words from the chapter into the correct category: noun,
verb, adjective, or adverb.

Word |Category

Convoy

Betrayal

Persecuted

Desperate

Bravely

Rootless

Foraging

Evacuate

Prejudice

|Longing

Past Tense Transformation

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences in the past tense.
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The refugees gather at the department store.
Slobodan try to leave with his family.

Seka hold Zora’s hand as they ran home.

Ramo refuse to shake hands with Zora.

The soldiers block the road, preventing their escape.

Conjunctions Challenge

Instructions: Fill in the blanks using and, but, or, because, so.

kW=

The soldier pointed his rifle at Slobodan, Babo stepped in to protect him.
The convoy only allowed women and children, Slobodan had to stay behind.
The refugees were exhausted, they had no choice but to keep moving.

Seka wanted to stay with Zora, she knew she had to say goodbye.

They needed to leave, there were no more safe places left.
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Adjective Hunt

Instructions: Find five adjectives in the following paragraph and underline them. Then,
circle the noun each adjective describes.

Paragraph:

The desperate refugees gathered at the crowded department store, waiting for their turn. The
panicked soldier waved his rifle in the air. A nervous mother held onto her child, watching
the looming trucks that would take them away.

Direct Speech Punctuation
Instructions: Add the correct punctuation to these direct speech sentences.

You can’t leave without your family Slobodan said
I will never forgive you Ramo Seka whispered

We need to escape tonight Zora’s father explained
I will find you one day Seka promised

Let’s hurry before someone stops us Babo urged

M

Prepositions of Place

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition: under, in, on, beside, behind,
between.

1. The refugees hid the trees, waiting for darkness.

2. Zora’s notebook was tied her waist.

3. The soldier stood the truck, checking for more people.

4. Seka walked her father, holding his hand tightly.

5. The enemy soldiers were stationed the hills, watching the town.

Synonyms and Antonyms

Instructions: Find the synonym and antonym for the words below.

Word |[Synonym|Antonym

Desperate
Safe
Hope
Betrayal
Protect
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