A Cold Case Crime Novel Confronting the Aftermath

of Vietham and Australia’s Culture of Silence

Australian author Amra Pajali¢ releases Mad Dawn
Winter, the third novel in her Seka Torlak mystery series
—a crime novel that refuses to separate personal
collapse from national history.

Set against the long afterlife of the Vietnam War, the
novel draws on the legacy of Australia’s National Service
scheme (Nashos), returning soldiers, and the quiet
devastation carried into suburban homes long after the
fighting stopped. The book interrogates what happens
when war trauma is never treated, never named, and
instead mutates inside families, marriages, and
communities.

At the centre of the novel is Dawn Winter, a Bosnian
Australian woman ostracised by her town and haunted by
a death no one wants to remember. As journalist Seka
Torlak investigates a decades-old murder, she uncovers
a web of buried violence that stretches back to Vietnam-
era Australia—where men were sent to war by lottery,
returned damaged, and expected to resume “normal life
without complaint.
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The novel also confronts postnatal psychosis, a
condition that has historically been misunderstood,
misdiagnosed, or erased from public conversation.
Rather than treating maternal breakdown as a personal
failing or narrative shock device, Mad Dawn Winter
situates it within a broader ecosystem of untreated
trauma, gendered silence, and institutional neglect.

“This book exists because certain stories are still too
uncomfortable to tell neatly,” Pajali¢ says. “We like clean
war narratives. We like motherhood framed as instinctive
and redemptive. We don’t like the mess left behind when
both of those myths collapse.”
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Praise

“The author has researched the material
extensively. For those too young to
remember the Viet Nam War, this is book to
inform about the fog of war. For readers
familiar with the war, it will be back
memories of that era for all of us.”
Goodreads review
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Amra Pajalic¢ is an award-winning author, educator, and researcher. Her debut novel, The Good Daughter, won the
2009 Melbourne Prize for Literature’s Civic Choice Award, re-released as Sabiha's Dilemma (Pishukin Press, 2022).
The anthology she co-edited, Growing up Muslim in Australia (Allen and Unwin, 2014, 2019), was shortlisted for the
2015 Children's Book Council of Australia Eve Pownall Award for Information Books. Her memoir Things Nobody
Knows But Me (Transit Lounge, 2019) was shortlisted for the 2020 National Biography Award.

She is the author of the Sassy Saints series and the Seka Torlak historical-mystery series, beginning with Time Kneels
Between Mountains, and the second book Ghosts Among the Gumtrees, and companion essay collection that

examine the legacy of the 1995 Srebrenica genocide

As a Bosnian author, Pajalic draws on her heritage to craft an own voices narrative that brings authenticity and
sensitivity to this harrowing topic. She is completing a PhD in Creative Writing thesis examining the role of historical
fiction in preserving and interpreting memories of the Bosnian Genocide.
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